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[ When the Lom’ your GOd brmgs you into the land you
are entering to possess and drives out before you many
nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites,
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven
nations larger and stronger than you— 2 and when the
Lord your God has delivered them over to you and you
have defeated them, then you must destroy them toto lly

.. Make no treaty with them, and show them no merc
Deuteronomy 7:1-2.
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3 Do n()t arry with them. Do not give your
daughters to thezr sons or take thezr daughters
for your sons, 4 for they will turn your children
away from following me to serve other gods, and

the Lord’s anger will burn against you and will
quickly destroy you— Deuteronomy 7:3-4.
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Don'’t become partners with those who reject God. How
can you make a partnership out of right and wrong?
That’s not partnership, that’s war. Is light best friends
with dark? Does Christ go strolling with the Devil? Do

trust and mistrust hold hands? Who would think of
setting up pagan idols in God’s holy Temple? But that is *" }
exactly what we are, each of us a temple in whom God | &
lives. God himself put it this way: 2 Corinthians 7:14-

] 5, : \
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Il Live il moveinto them,
I'll be thezr God and they ll be my people.

So leave the corruption and compromise;
leave it for good,” says God.

“Don’t link up with those who will pollute you.
I want you all for myself.

I'll be a Father to you,
you’ll be sons and daughters to me.”

.. The Word of the Master, God — 2 Corinthians x14- 185 3
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* A woman'is bound to her husband as ong as
he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to

marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to
the Lord — 1 Corinthians 7:39.
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[ After thes e things had been done, the leaders came [0 me
and said, “The people of Ismel zncludmg the priests and -

. the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the
neighboring peoples with their detestable practices, like

| those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites,

Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. 2 They .
have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselvesﬁ;
and their sons, and have mingled the holy race with i d

. peoples around them. And the leaders and oﬁiﬁ: als have

, led the way in this unfaithfulness.” — Ezra 9:12 t /)
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S When d this, ['toremy tunic and cloak,
pulled hair fmm my head and beam’ and sat
down appalled. 4 Then everyone who trembled at
the words of the God of Israel gathered around

me because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles.
And I sat there appalled until the evemng
sacrifice — Ezra 9:3-4.
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1. Ezra approached God broken and humble.

5 Then, at the evening Sacri]lice, [ rose from my self-
abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on
my knees with my hands spread out to the Lord my
God 6 and prayed.:

“I am too ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift up *" )
my face to you, because our sins are higher.than ou |

heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens.
U R
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7 From the days of our ancestors until now, our guilt

has been great. Because of our sins, we and our
kings and our priests have been subjected to the

sword and captivity, to pillage and humiliation at the
hand of foreign kings, as it is today. ‘
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8 “But now, for a brlef moment, the Lord our God has
been gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving us a
| firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light
to our eyes and a little relief in our bondage. 9 Though
we are slaves, our God has not forsaken us in our
bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the
kings of Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild N
“ the house of our God and repair- its ruins, and he h ¥~';. '
given us a wall of protection in Judah and Je 75 T4
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10 “But now, our God what can we say after this? For we have

forsaken the commands 11 you gave through your servants the
prophets when you said: ‘The land you are entering to possess is
a land polluted by the corruption of its peoples. By their
detestable practices they have filled it with their impurity from
one end to the other. 12 Therefore, do not give your daughters in
marriage to their sons or take their daughters for your sons.. Do
not seek a treaty of friendship with them at any time, that you
_may be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave i t
your children as an everlasting inheritance.’ ? / k |
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4. Ezra realized't ved justice

13 “What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds
and our great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us
| less than our sins deserved and have given us a remnant like
| this. 14 Shall we then break your commands again and
intermarry with the peoples who commit such detestable
practices? Would you not be angry enough with us to :
destroy us, leaving us no remnant or survivor? 15 Lord, they
God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this day '
remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though.
because of it not one of us can stand in your pre \ .~
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“God has nowhere undertaken to forgive a sin
that man 1s not prepared to forsake.”

John Blanchard
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Today
if you hear HIS Voice,

do not harden your
hearts!




