
A Call to Total 
Obedience 
Deuteronomy 10:12 – 11:25 



Moses has come to end 
of his life.  

40 years living in the courts of 
Pharaoh 

40 years hiding in the 
wilderness in Midian  

40 years leading Israel in the 
desert. 



Summary of Message 

12 And now, Israel, what does the Lord 

your God ask of you but to fear the Lord 

your God, to walk in obedience to him, to 

love him, to serve the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and 

to observe the Lord’s commands and 

decrees that I am giving you today for your 

own good? – Deuteronomy 10:12-13. 



Expanded Message 

1. but to fear the Lord your God.  

not a fear that would make us shrink back, 
but a heart that so honors God that we would 
be hesitant to offend Him. 

“By humility and the fear of the Lord are 
riches, and honor, and life.” It is wise to be 
governed by a healthy fear of God! Proverbs 
22:4:  



Expanded Message 

2. to walk in obedience to him 

God requires us to live our lives after the 
pattern He has set for us; to walk on His road 
not on our own.  

 



Expanded Message 

3. to love him  

if you love me keep my commands – John 
14:15.  

“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word. 
My Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our home with him. 24 The 
one who doesn’t love me will not keep my 
words – John 14:23-24. 

 



Expanded Message 

4. to serve the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul.  

 



Expanded Message 

5. and to observe the Lord’s commands 
and decrees that I am giving you today 
for your own good?  

 



Reason for Obedience 

14 To the Lord your God belong the heavens, 
even the highest heavens, the earth and 
everything in it. 15 Yet the Lord set his 
affection on your ancestors and loved them, 
and he chose you, their descendants, above 
all the nations—as it is today.  



Reason for Obedience 

16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, 
and do not be stiff-necked any longer. 17 
For the Lord your God is God of gods 
and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty 
and awesome, who shows no partiality 
and accepts no bribes.  

 

 



Commands to Follow 

1. Defend the weak 

18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow,  

Woe to those enacting crooked statutes and writing 
oppressive laws 2 to keep the poor from getting a fair 
trial and to deprive the needy among my people of 
justice, so that widows can be their spoil and they can 
plunder the fatherless. 3 What will you do on the day 
of punishment when devastation comes from far 
away? Who will you run to for help? Where will you 
leave your wealth? 4 There will be nothing to do – 
Isaiah 10:1-4. 



Commands to Follow 
2. Love the Foreigner 

18 and loves the foreigner 
residing among you, giving 
them food and clothing.  

19 And you are to love those 
who are foreigners, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in 
Egypt.  



Commands to Follow 
3. Teach the Commands to Your Children 

11 Love the Lord your God and keep his 
requirements, his decrees, his laws and his 
commands always. 2 Remember today that 
your children were not the ones who saw and 
experienced the discipline of the Lord your 
God: his majesty, his mighty hand, his 
outstretched arm; 3 the signs he performed 
and the things he did in the heart of Egypt, 
both to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his whole 
country; … 



Blessings of Obedience 

8 Observe therefore all the commands 
I am giving you today, so that you may 
have the strength to go in and take 
over the land that you are crossing the 
Jordan to possess, 9 and so that you 
may live long in the land the Lord 
swore to your ancestors to give to 
them and their descendants, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.  

 



Blessings of Obedience 

13 So if you faithfully obey the commands I 
am giving you today—to love the Lord 
your God and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul— 14 then I will 
send rain on your land in its season, both 
autumn and spring rains, so that you may 
gather in your grain, new wine and olive 
oil. 15 I will provide grass in the fields for 
your cattle, and you will eat and be 
satisfied. 

 



Blessings of Obedience 
22 If you carefully observe all these commands I am 
giving you to follow—to love the Lord your God, to 
walk in obedience to him and to hold fast to him— 23 
then the Lord will drive out all these nations before 
you, and you will dispossess nations larger and 
stronger than you. 24 Every place where you set your 
foot will be yours: Your territory will extend from the 
desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to 
the Mediterranean Sea. 25 No one will be able to stand 
against you. The Lord your God, as he promised you, 
will put the terror and fear of you on the whole land, 
wherever you go. 


